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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, UR, SY 

SUBJECT: MFA BRIEFING ON ASAD VISIT 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 3149, (B) MOSCOW 2636 

SUMMARY: MFA BRIEFING ON ASAD VISIT IS REMARKABLY THIN, 

BUT DOES TRACK WITH MORE DETAILED BRIEFING EMBASSY HAD 
EARLIER OBTAINED FROM SYRIANS. MFA SOURCE LEAVES IMPRES- 
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SION THAT TWO SIDES HAD NOT PRESSED THEIR DIFFERENCES 
WITH EACH OTHER DURING THIS ROUND OF TALKS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING MARCH 1 DISCUSSION ON RESULTS OF ASAD VISIT TO 
MOSCOW, FIRST SECRETARY VASILIY IVANOVICH KOLOTUSHA. NEAR 
EASTERN COUNTRIES DEPT (SYRIA-LEBANON), EVADED DETAILS AND 
MADE GENERAL REMARKS WHICH MORE OR LESS TRACKED WITH BRIEF- 
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ING WHICH SYRIAN DCM HAD GIVEN US ON FEB. 27 (REF A). 

2. KOLOTUSHA CONFIRMED THAT SOVIET ECONOMIC DELEGATION 
WOULD LEAVE FOR DAMASCUS IN NEXT FEW DAYS FOR MEETING OF 
SOVIET-SYRIAN JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION, BUT HE REFUSED 
TO COMMENT ON FUTURE MILITARY VISITS IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
COMMUNIQUE EMPHASIS ON MILITARY COOPERATION. 

3. KOLOTUSHA TRIED VERY HARD TO AVOID ANY ADMISSION THAT 
SERIOUS DIFFERENCES HAD ARISEN DURING TALKS (IN WHICH 

HE HAD PARTICIPATED AS NOTETAKER). HE DID LEAVE 
GENERAL IMPRESSION THAT NEITHER SIDE HAD PRESSED THE 
OTHER ON THE ISSUES UPON WHICH THEY DO DIFFER, I.E., 

MEPC, THE HORN, AND LEBANON. HE DENIED THAT SOVIET SIDE 
HAD RAISED ISSUE OF SYRIAN-IRAQI DIFFERENCES AND SAID 
THAT IRAQI ROLE IN PRESENT FORMATION OF STAND-FAST 
FRONT HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED. 

4. CONCURRING WITH EMBOFF'S OBSERVATION THAT SYRIAN 
INITIATED COMMUNIQUE LANGUAGE ON SOVIET PARTICIPATION 
AT ALL STAGES OF M.E. PEACE SETTLEMENT WAS GRATIFYING TO 
SOVIETS AND COULD BE SEEN AS DIRECT RESULT OF SADAT'S 
RECENT MOVES, HE READILY ADMITTED THAT MOSCOW INTER- 
PRETED THIS LANGUAGE TO REFER TO ITS PARTICIPATION IN 
COMPREHENSIVE NEGOTIATIONS WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF GENEVA 
CONFERENCE AND NOT TO ITS PARTICIPATION IN INTER-ARAB 
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EFFORTS TO OPPOSE SADAT. KOLOTUSHA DENIED ANY DIFFERENT 
APPROACH BETWEEN SOVIET AND SYRIAN SIDES TOWARD CONSTRUC- 
TION OF ANTI-EGYPTIAN-ANTI-ISRAELI FRONT (REF B, PARA 
2 AND 3). HE DID NOT DEMUR FROM EMBOFF'S 
ADDITION OF TERM, "ANTI-U.S." FRONT, BASED ON INTERPRETA- 
TION OF COMMUNIQUE PHRASE, "AGAINST IMPERIALISM”. 

5. THROUGHOUT, KOLOTUSHA TOOK PAINS TO EMPHASIZE THAT 
TALKS HAD CONCENTRATED ON NEED TO (A) CONDEMN "FRUITLESS” 
SEPARATE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI TALKS AND USE OF GENEVA AS 
COVER FOR APPROVING SEPARATE DEALS AND (B) FOSTER 
POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS AMONG ALL PARTIES ON COMPREHENSIVE 
SETTLEMENT IN GENEVA FRAMEWORK. HE SAID THAT SYRIANS 
SUPPORTED LATTER IDEA PROVIDED PROBLEM OF PALESTINIAN 
PARTICIPATION COULD BE RESOLVED. HE DENIED THAT ANY 
SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE COULD BE READ INTO BREZHNEV S USE OF 
VAGUE TERM "CHANNEL OF GENEVA CONFERENCE" IN HIS SPEECH 
TO ASAD (REF B, PARA 2). 

6. ASKED WHAT NEXT STEPS MIGHT BE, AND IN PARTICULAR 

IF ANY SOVIET OR SOVIET-SUPPORTED ARAB INITIATIVE MIGHT 
BE EXPECTED IN LIGHT OF SOVIET FEELING THAT SADAT'S 
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EFFORTS HAD RUN THEIR COURSE, KOLOTUSHA SEEMED GENUINELY 
PERPLEXED AND AFTER SOME THOUGHT COULD ONLY RESPOND 
WITH A SOVIET VERSION OF WHAT WAS THE STATUS QUO ON EVE 
OF SADAT'S TRIP TO .TERTIS AT, EM. HE INDICATED NO AWARENESS 
OF SOVIET STOCK TAKING WITH INTENT OF DEVELOPING NEW 
POLICY INITIATIVES. 

7. COMMENT: KOLOTUSHA MAY LOOSEN UP IN SUBSEQUENT 
MEETINGS (AS DID HIS PREDECESSOR. A.I. ZOTOV, RECENTLY 
ASSIGNED TO WASHINGTON), BUT THIS FIRST ENCOUNTER WAS 
MOST UNPRODUCTIVE. WE PASS IT ALONG FOR WHAT IT IS 
WORTH AND URGE OUR READERS NOT TO ACCEPT KOLOTUSHA'S 
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COMMENTS AT FACE VALUE. 

8. KOLOTUSHA SAID HE HAD SERVED IN EGYPT AND, MOST 
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RECENTLY, IN LEBANON, AN EXPERIENCE WHICH HE DESCRIBED 
AS THE MOST INTERESTING IN HIS LIFE. HE RETURNED FROM 
BEIRUT ONLY THREE MONTHS AGO. HE SPEAKS FRENCH AND 
ARABIC, BUT NO ENGLISH. MATLOCK 
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